Tell me more.

Enhancing predictive models, assessing how hypoxia affects commercially and
ecologically important species in the Gulf, providing agricultural assistance to farmers,
and supporting states to develop water quality standards are just some of the diverse

and progressive efforts of the Task Force partnerships.

Visit the Web site to read the 2008 Action Plan and learn more.
Become involved by helping the Task Force to preserve an ecosystem
of environmental and national significance at:

www.epa.gov/msbasin

Contact Us

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds (4501T)
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20460
E-mail: ow-hypoxia@epa.gov
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State Agencies

Arkansas Natural Resources Commission

lllinois Department of Agriculture
lowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship
Louisiana Governor's Office of Coastal Activities
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality
Missouri Department of Natural Resources
Ohio Department of Natural Resources
Tennessee Department of Agriculture
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

Federal Agencies

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
U.S. Department of Agriculture
U.S. Department of Commerce (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration)
U.S. Department of the Interior (U.S. Geological Survey)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

What 1¢ bcing done about hb”mxia in the Gulf of Mexico?

In 2007, the Gulf hypoxic zone was the third largest on record. Caused primarily by nitrogen and phosphorus pollution,
the zone was bigger than the State of Massachusetts. The Mississippi River/Gulf of Mexico Nutrient Task Force, made up
of Federal and State agencies, has reassessed the 2001 Action Plan for Reducing, Mitigating, and Controlling Hypoxia in
the Northern Gulf of Mexico. The 2008 Action Plan is a product of this reassessment.

How i the 2008 Action Flan different from the last Flan,?

The 2008 Action Plan greatly increases accountability and specificity through the inclusion of an Annual Operating Plan
and Annual Report that provide mechanisms for maintaining and tracking progress between reassessments, state-led
nutrient reduction strategies, complementary federal strategies, and an outreach plan to engage stakeholders.

11 Ke A(/'HOVIQ in the 2008 Action Plan outline critical
needs to complete and implement nitrogen and phosphorus
reduction strategies, promote effective conservation practices and
management practices, track progress, reduce existing scientific
uncertainties, and promote effective communications to increase
awareness of Gulf hypoxia.




